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Cirsium virginense Welsh (1982)                                                                     VIRGIN RIVER THISTLE
FAMILY: Asteraceae, the sunflower family.

STATUS: Heritage Program SENSITIVE LIST, ranks: G2 S1
USFWS/ESA: species of concern.  STATE OF NEVADA: none.  BLM: none.  USFS: none.  NNNPS: watch list.

POPULATION CENSUS (NEVADA): 5 occurrences mapped at 1.0 km (0.6 mi) separation, OR 6 occurrences mapped
at 0.16 km (0.1 mi) separation; total estimated individuals 105+, total estimated area unknown.  TREND: unknown.

IMPACTS AND MAJOR THREATS (NEVADA): No summary available (see references).

INVENTORY EFFORT (NEVADA): Some targeted surveys have been conducted but remain incomplete for Nevada.
Most recent entered survey 1997, average year of last survey 1991.  Years since last entered survey (percent of
mapped records at various survey ages): 0-5 yrs: 33.3%; 6-10 yrs: 33.3%; 11-20 yrs: 33.3%.

LAND MANAGEMENT (NEVADA) in decreasing predominance: National Park Service, U. S. Bureau of Land
Management, private lands, Nevada state lands (?).

RANGE: Clark County, Nevada; also in AZ and UT.  Maximum Nevada range dimension 27.4 km (17.0 mi) excluding
most disjunct record.  Type specimen collected in Washington County, Utah.

ELEVATIONS RECORDED (NEVADA): 1246-2165 feet (380-660 meters).

HABITAT (NEVADA): Open, moist, alkaline clay soils of seep and spring areas or gypsum knolls.  Aquatic or wetland-
dependent in Nevada.

PHENOLOGY: flowering summer.  Range of most frequent survey months: April-November.

LIFE-FORM AND HABIT: perennial herb.

DESCRIPTION: A spiny perennial herb, 6-20 dm tall, mostly covered with white-wooly hairs. Produces small, pale purple
flower heads from June to September.

PHOTOGRAPHS: Atwood et al. (1991).
ILLUSTRATIONS: Atwood et al. (1991), Cronquist (1994).
OTHER GENERAL REFERENCES (listed separately): Niles et al. (1997), Welsh et al. (1993).
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